
Sermon for 10-9-22


Grace and peace to you, from God our provider and healer.


God answers our prayers for help. God is not bound to answer in the ways we expect.


I have an old story for you. It’s been told with many variations, but here is one version:

A mighty storm comes over a small town, and the downpour soon turns into a flood. As the 
waters rise, a preacher kneels in prayer on the church steps, surrounded by water. By and by, 
one of the parishioners comes up the street in a canoe.


"Better get in, Preacher. The waters are rising fast."

"No," says the preacher. "I have faith that the Lord will save me."

Still the waters rise. Now the preacher is up on the outdoor balcony, wringing his hands in 
supplication, when another fellow zips up in a motorboat.


"Come on, Preacher. We need to get you out of here. The levee's gonna break any minute."

Once again, the preacher is unmoved. "I will stay. The Lord will see me through."

After a while the levee breaks, and the flood rushes over the church until only the steeple 
remains above water. The preacher is up there, clinging to the cross, when a helicopter 
descends out of the clouds, and a state trooper calls down to him through a megaphone.


"Grab the ladder, Preacher. This is your last chance."

Once again, the preacher insists the Lord will deliver him.

And, predictably, he drowns.

The preacher goes to heaven. After a while he gets an interview with God, and he asks the 
Almighty, "Lord, I had unwavering faith in you. Why didn't you deliver me from that flood?"

God shakes his head. "What did you want from me? I sent you two boats and a helicopter.”


The story of Naaman reminded me of this modern parable. The preacher, like Naaman in our 
Old Testament reading, had expectations, preconceived ideas, about how God would save 
him from danger. 


When Naaman traveled to Israel from Aram looking for healing from his terrible skin disease, 
he expected a reception in line with the important man that he was -- a great warrior, and 
commander of the victorious Aramean army. He brought with him an enormous amount of 
money from his boss, the king of Aram, plus gifts of clothing, to pay for the service he came 
to receive. Turned away by the king of Israel, Naaman eventually showed up at Elisha’s gate 
with his entourage.




Elisha, however, didn’t even go out to meet Naaman, sending instructions by a servant. This 
really singed Naaman’s hair. “I thought that for ME, he would come out and make a big deal of 
my healing!” Fortunately, Naaman’s servants talked him out of his temper tantrum and he 
chose to follow Elisha’s instructions. He set aside his prideful expectations, got down off of 
his high horse and washed seven times in the Jordan River, and he was healed.


Humility and gratitude together are a life-changing combination. Asking for help is hard. 
Right? And if we are resentful about needing help, the words “thank you” are difficult to get 
out. 

Thanks to Naaman’s servants, he got it. He returned to Elisha a changed man.


Leprosy is caused by specific bacteria. These days, it is rare around the world, although it’s 
interesting that armadillos sometimes carry the bacteria that causes it.

Now we know that leprosy can be treated with antibiotics, and, especially with early diagnosis 
and treatment, a person can be cured. It does not spread quickly or easily and treatment is 
very effective. 


In Biblical times, however, no one knew about the bacteria. Left untreated, people having 
leprosy would become crippled or paralyzed, having sores that would not heal.

Because it was so scary and no one wanted to come in contact with it, people who had 
leprosy were outcasts. People thought leprosy was extremely contagious, so those who had it 
were forbidden by law to associate with the rest of society. 


Today’s gospel reading says Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and 
Galilee. Maps show Samaria south of Galilee, with the Jordan River on the eastern edge of 
both, and the Mediterranean Sea on the west. Samaria and Galilee were next-door neighbors. 
How could there be a region between them?


Commentator Pastor David Lose suggests that the 10 men were stuck in a no-man’s land of 
being socially, religiously and physically unclean. People likely avoided traveling through that 
area for fear of contracting the dreaded disease.


Maybe Israelites and Samaritans who shared the disease also shared an isolated community 
of sorts. It didn’t matter which side of the border they came from. They subsisted in no-man’s 
land, away from family and community, their clothing torn and filthy, their hair messy. They 
had to announce their contagion to anyone passing nearby, calling out that humiliating cry: 
“Unclean! Unclean!” 


The 10 lepers had heard of Jesus, and even called him by name as they approached him -- 
from the required distance, which I’m sure was much more than the six feet recommended to 



us. These guys knew who Jesus was, and they knew the law said the local priests had the 
authority to pronounce them clean or unclean.


So when Jesus told them to go and show themselves to the priests, they took off to do just 
that, with apparently no hesitation. Our reading says “as they went, they were made clean.” 
All 10 did what they were told.


When Jesus healed their leprosy, he cured their bodies but also restored their identities. He 
made it safe for them to return to being fully human, with community, family, companionship 
and even intimacy. He made it possible for those 10 outcasts, exiles, to return home.


Nine of the 10 men kept going, but one saw in a different way. He happened to be from 
Samaria. Maybe he didn’t really expect to be treated the same as his diseased companions 
because he was a foreigner. He took nothing for granted. Likely accustomed to mistreatment 
from the Israelites, since they and his people were considered enemies, he came with no 
grand expectations, unlike Naaman. He was aware of the possibility that nothing would 
happen for him. 


When this Samaritan man saw that he was healed, his awareness turned to gratitude, and he 
turned around to offer thanks. He knew who he was; he knew his low status compared to the 
other nine. From his honest perspective, he could see that his healing was sheer gift. Maybe 
gratitude came more easily for him because he was already humbled, as a foreigner and an 
outcast. (Of course, we can hope the other nine became grateful too, as the reality of their 
healing sank in.)


Jesus said the Samaritan’s faith had made him well. The Greek word, sesoken, can be 
translated as healed, made well, saved, or made whole. It is more than just curing a disease. 
Because this man saw Jesus for who he was, and saw the tremendous change in himself, he 
was not merely healed, but made whole.


Gratitude opens doors within us. It opens up a new level of being real -- a new honest 
relationship between the healed and the healer.


Real gratitude undoes pride and brings genuine humility. 

“I couldn’t do this on my own. I needed help, and you came to my aid.”


Gratitude sets right the relationship between us and our creator, who makes possible each 
heartbeat and every good. 


The humility of listening, and acting in response, says, “I don’t have all the answers; I am not 
entirely self-sufficient; I am not the almighty.” 




The preacher waiting for God to rescue him from the flood thought he had God figured out. In 
his mind, God wasn’t in the boats or the helicopter. God would rescue him with more... 
grandeur, maybe? So he wasn’t at all grateful for -- or even receptive to -- the three separate 
offers of rescue. 


Not a one of us has God figured out. What we do know is that Jesus said God is love. We do 
know that we are not actually in control of much of anything past our own attitudes. But God, 
who set the galaxies in place, is love. And love wins.


So I challenge us all to consider how we can let God, who is in the business of life, be God. 
And I challenge us to bring true gratefulness front and center in our lives even when answers 
to our prayers come in disguise. I thank God that the holy spirit works on us, in us and with 
us.


We, too, are restored in our relationship with the God of love, having both what God knows 
we need and new joy in what we have received. Then we will find ways to show our gratitude.


In the glory and the mystery, here we are -- relationship restored, free to be loved and to love.


Thanks Be To God.




Prayers of intercession for 10/9/22


In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.


Gracious God, we give you thanks for Bishop Laurie, Pastor Audrey and Pastor Stacey, and 
all the pastors who have taught and inspired us in our lives. Inspire leaders of the church to 
proclaim your mighty deeds, that your love may be known to all. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.


Majestic God, we give you thanks for land and water, seedtime and harvest. Break down 
boundaries we construct between ourselves and the rest of your creation. Bring renewal and 
restoration to places affected by pollution and deforestation, by hurricanes, cyclones, storms, 
floods, drought and fire. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.


Mighty God, we give you thanks for those in our community, nation, and world who work for 
justice and peace. Guide those who govern to act on behalf of those marginalized by race, 
ethnicity, or religion. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.


Merciful God, we give you thanks that you hear the cries of those in need. Restore to 
community those who are stigmatized by illness, feel rejected, or who live in isolation. Send 
healing to all who suffer, especially those whose names we bring to you now. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.


Faithful God, we give you thanks for the healing ministries of this congregation. Equip those 
who visit, care, and pray for the sick. Give insight to doctors, nurses, home health aides, and 
all practitioners of medical arts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.


Eternal God, we give you thanks for your faithful people who have gone before us to your 
glory. Renew our trust in your everlasting promises of mercy, redemption, and new life. Hear 
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.


With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



