ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Lewistown, Montana
November 22, 2020 Christ the King

Welcome to worship today!
In this season of pandemic, our congregation is following the guidelines of the
Central Montana Health District and the Montana Synod.
If you have or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please
do not worship in the church today.
Due to the rising number of active COVID cases in Fergus County
face coverings are required throughout the worship service.
If any of these conditions is not possible for you, our worship services are available
online: Zion Website: http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT

Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA)
November 22, 2020 9:30am Christ the King
Introduction to the day
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In
the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor,
hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the
lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the
reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things
yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may
be known in our loving words and deeds.
(*Stand)
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 95:1-7a
1
Come, let us sing | to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
2
Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms.
3
For you, LORD, | are a great God,
and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
4
In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;
the heights of the hills are | also yours.
5
The sea is yours, | for you made it,
and your hands have molded | the dry land.
6
Come, let us worship | and bow down,
let us kneel before the | LORD our maker.
7a
For the LORD| is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s hand.
*GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray.
O God of power and might,
C
your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of
your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to
serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
SCRIPTURE READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from
the dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire
universe, now and in the age to come.
A reading from Ephesians.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.
20
God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to
come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things
for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
15

Word of God, word of life.
C
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated:
what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.
P
C

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’
37
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was
it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I
was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
MUSICAL OFFERING
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*CREED
P
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of
God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.
(Response to petitions)
P
Gracious God,
C
your kingdom come.
P
C

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

*PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring
1

Accept, O Lord, the gifts we bring
to place upon your table.
We do not worship as we ought
but only as we're able.

2

The vines were planted, seeds were sown.
They grew in your good pleasure.
What once was common, daily food
becomes a holy treasure.

3

Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares
we lift in prayer before you.
Lord, by your grace now come to us,
as humbly we adore you.
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*OFFERING PRAYER
P
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table,
and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather
these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may
feast upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus
Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
C
Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your
glory. We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise
to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the
prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the
good news in word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his
life.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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C

P

C
P

C
P

C

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered
for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in
power to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and
blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all
your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes
as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus’ table.
COMMUNION SONG
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
COMMUNION
Please remain seated, communion will be brought to you.
*TABLE BLESSING
P
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C
Amen
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and
generous hearts as we meet you on the way.
C
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
MINISTRY OF ZION
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BLESSING: Remember and Rejoice (vs 1 & 4) (ST. THOMAS)
1

Remember and rejoice,
renewed by floods of grace.
We bear the sign of Jesus Christ,
that time cannot erase.

4

God, bless us by your grace;
remind us of your care.
Renewing Spirit, fill us now,
inspire our work, our prayer.

*DISMISSAL
P
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
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Serving Us:
Pr. Lynne Ogren
Pianist: Rhonda Kepner
Ushers: 9:30 Dale & Gail Kurns
Lector: 9:30 – Pat Fredrickson
Communion Assistants:
9:30- Lynette Sallee, Angie & Kenadee Simac
Disciples: All the Baptized
Website: www.zionlewistownelca.com
Contact us: 538-5082 zionelca@midrivers.com
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Welcome! Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect.
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Jim Flagg, Carmen Larson, Dianne Kaldor
(Meryl McKenna’s sister)
Homebound Members: LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy
Adcock, Bob Papp, Harriet Irish, Don Pfau, Russ Hodge, Marv Mathison
Social Concern for November: Love, INC. Gap Ministry – “When people come to
Love, INC, more often than not, they are caught up in crisis. Gap Ministries help to
“quiet the crisis” so that the real work of teaching, relationship building and
transformation can begin.” Zion has agreed to host a Personal Care Closet which will
help to fill one of the “gaps”. Brown paper bags with a list of items needed are on the
narthex table for your convenience or you may take one of the bright green cards. If you
would like to help supply some of these items, please bring them to the church by
November 22nd. Questions call the office, 538-5082.
Today
At 11:00 we welcome into our church family through baptism Shelby Vankuiken, Swade
& Weston Stewart.
Week of 11/23 -11/29/2020
Mon 9:00am
Wreath making at Sallee’s
Wed 12:00
Men over Lunch at the Elks
7:00pm
Online Thanksgiving worship (Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown
MT on Youtube and Facebook)
Thur
Thanksgiving day office closed
Sun 9:30am
Advent I Worship
ZLCW Mini Bazaar December 5. Cindy Giese has made and donated a quilt, raffle
tickets are $5.00 each or 5 tickets for $20.00 and will be sold in the narthex. Lefse and
wreaths can be picked up on December 5th from 10am-12.
Trust Scholarship Applications are available on the narthex table. Applications must
be returned to Zion by December 9th. Questions call the office 538-5082. The Committee
would like to thank all who contributed to the Scholarship Fund this past month. Over
$9000 was raised to help support Zion’s students wishing to further their education after
high school. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!
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