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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

January 31, 2021 

 
 
 

Welcome to worship today! 
In this season of pandemic, our congregation is following the guidelines of the  

Central Montana Health District and the Montana Synod. 
If you have or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 
Due to the rising number of active COVID cases in Fergus County 

face coverings are required throughout the worship service. 
If any of these conditions is not possible for you, our worship services are available 
online:  Zion Website: http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
January 31, 2021 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 
Introduction to the day 
In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; 
in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are 
ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We 
encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word that prevails 
over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
MINISTRY OF ZION 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin,  

whose mercy endures forever. 
C Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 
*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  

Compassionate God,  
C you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually 

reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and 
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
SCRIPTURE CANTICLE, VV. 1 & 3 Dearest Jesus, at Your Word (ELW 520) 
 

1 Dearest Jesus, at your word 
 we have come again to hear you; 
 let our thoughts and hearts be stirred 
 and in glowing faith be near you 
 as the promises here given 
 draw us wholly up to heaven. 
 
 

3 Radiance of God's glory bright, 
 Light of light from God proceeding, 
 Jesus, send your blessed light; 
 help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 
 that our prayers and songs may 

please you, 
 as with grateful hearts we praise 

you. 
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PSALM: Psalm 111 
 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with | my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation. 
 2Great are your | works, O LORD, 
  pondered by all who de- | light in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness en- | dures forever. 
 4You cause your wonders to | be remembered; 
  you are gracious and full | of compassion.  
 5You give food to | those who fear you, 
  remembering forev- | er your covenant. 
 6You have shown your people the power | of your works 
  in giving them the lands | of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithful- | ness and justice; 
  all of your pre- | cepts are sure. 
 8They stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
  because they are done in | truth and equity.  
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your cove- | nant forever; 
  holy and awesome | is your name. 
 10The fear of the LORD is the begin- | ning of wisdom; 
  all who practice this have a good understanding.  
God’s praise en- | dures forever.  
 
*GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28 
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize 
Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave 
and people are amazed at his authority. 
P The holy gospel according to Mark. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man 
with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 
25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean 
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him.  
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27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new 
teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 
28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 
 
*CREED 
 With the whole church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the 

church, the world, and all people in need. 
(Response to petitions) 
P Let us pray 
C Have mercy, O God 
 
P Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the 

one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
*PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
P O God, 

receive these gifts as you receive us: 
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 
Nourish us anew in your tender care, 
and empower us in faithful service 
to tend to others with this same love, 
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

C Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 
arms to all. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 
 
COMMUNION 
Please remain seated, communion will be brought to you. 
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*TABLE BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened 

for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to 
proclaim your good news and serve others in your name. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*BLESSING 
P God the creator strengthen you; 

Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
*DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Serving Us: 
Pr. Lynne Ogren 

Pianist: Meryl McKenna  
Ushers:  
Lector:  

Communion Assistant:  
Disciples:  All the Baptized 

 
Welcome!  Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 
 
Today at 10:30 Join us for a budget forum to go over the 2021 congregational budget. 
Stay after worship or join us online via ZOOM. 
 
Next Sunday Feb 7 Zion Lutheran’s annual congregational meeting will be held at 
church and online like the Budget Forum. We will elect new council members and 
approve the 2021 budget. 
 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Kathie Bailey, Byron Swanby, Dave 
Leininger 
 
Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 
Adcock, Don Pfau, Marv Mathison 
 
Social Concern of the Month:  Pr. Bradn Buerkle.  Pr. Buerkle has been in Russia for 
many years supporting and strengthening the Lutheran Church.  If you would like to 
donate to his ministry, make you check out to Zion and note “Missionary” on the memo 
line. 
 
2020 Giving Statements are available in the narthex. Those not picked up by today will 
be mailed out in February. 
 
Heart of Montana Love Inc. 
Here is an opportunity to help Caring Ministry and Love Inc. with their fundraiser: Joys 
of Montana Raffle. You can buy tickets for a chance to win some wonderful prizes. Call 
Vickey Cowen for more information. 366-1325 
 

https://zoom.us/j/92286928521?pwd=UnhiUExPMjBVMU96ZElVamZPZ3N6QT09
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We extend our sympathy to Lana Papp upon the death of her husband, Bob. A service 
will be held in March. May the light of Christ shine upon those who mourn, as we trust in 
the promise of eternal life made complete through the resurrection.  
 
  

Week of  02/1-02/7 
Mon 4:00pm Bible Study Leaders Meet with Pr. Lynne 

   5:30pm Caring Ministry 
Wed 6:45am  Mens Bible Study 
 12:00pm Men Over Lunch at the Elks 
 12:15pm Women’s Podcast 
 3:30pm            BLAST 
 3:45pm Confirmation 
Thur 9:00am Quilting 
Sun 9:30am Worship 
 10:30am Annual Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving on Staff: 
Secretary & BLAST Director:  Falan Aanenson 

Bookkeeper:  Lynn Franz 
    Custodians:  Kent & Nina Yunker 

 
Website: www.zionlewistownelca.com 

Phone: 538-5082 
E-Mail: zionelca@midrivers.com 

YouTube: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown MT. 
Facebook: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown   

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/
mailto:zionelca@midrivers.com
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