Z10N LUTHERAN CHURCH

July 12, 2026

Welcome to worship today!

As a reminder our worship services are available online: Zion Website:
http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT
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Zion Lutheran Church
July 12, 2026 7th Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

GATHERING SONG This Is My Father's World (ELW 824)

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who

offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p.148)
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-1y Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lambof God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

C Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow
in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
A reading from Isaiah.

'“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
' s0 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

" For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
" Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
’You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of
God is ! full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide ! for the earth.
'“You drench the furrows and smooth ! out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and ! bless its increase.
'"'You crown the year | with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.
2 May the fields of the wilderness be ! rich for grazing,
and the hills be ! clothed with joy.
"* May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- ! selves
with grain; let them shout for ! joy and sing.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11
A reading from Romans.

' Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. * For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. ° For
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, *so that
the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the
flesh but according to the Spirit. ° For those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds
on the things of the Spirit. ° To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on
the Spirit is life and peace. ’ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '* But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. ' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
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GOSPEL: GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

''That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. > Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on
the beach. ° And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out
to sow. “ And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up.
> Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ° But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and
since they had no root, they withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!”

'““Hear, then, the parable of the sower. '* When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. *° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, ' yet such a person has
no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of
the word, that person immediately falls away. *> As for what was sown among thorns, this
is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the
word, and it yields nothing.



' But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512)

CREED
P With the whole church let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
P Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

(Response to prayers)
P Gathering God,

C hear our prayer.

P Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.



THE MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
P Let us pray.

C Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in
any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the

bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)
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SONG DURING COMMUNION For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray.

C O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body
and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and
to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
P Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

SENDING SONG Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733)

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Serving Us:
Pastor: Stacey Heggem
Pianist: Meryl McKenna / Rhonda Jeide
Lector: Karen Combs
Communion Assistants: Linda Davidson & Evelyn Benes
Ushers: Dan & Deb Knepper
Greeters: Karen Combs & Cindy Giese
PowerPoint: George Maruska
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Scott, Ed, Jessie, Norma D., Tia (Pam Bowen’s
granddaughter), Ken, Scott, Larry, Mike, Dianne, Matt, Pam, Ron, Avis & Stephanie
Please call the office if you would like to join Prayer Partners.

Social Concern for July: Lutheran World Relief

Founded by Lutherans in the United States at the end of World War II, grounded in
Lutheran theology and building on decades of experience, Lutheran World Relief tackles
global poverty by helping people adapt to the challenges that threaten their livelihoods
and well-being. Our goal is to help people build self-sufficiency and create new
community-owned approaches to problem-solving that will last long after our projects
end.

If you would like to contribute to this effort, please mark LWR in the memo line of
your check.

Fall Adult Forum Series: Pr. Stacey is going to be teaching a 6 session Adult Forum
Series starting on August 9th called, Holy Resistance: The Courage to Abide in an Age
Divided. Look for details in the June ZLC newsletter or on posters around the church.
Prior to our discussions, she would like everyone to pick up the book Evangelism in an
Age of Despair: Hope Beyond the Failed Promises of Happiness, by Andrew Root.
Please read or listen to the book over the summer, as you're able. She looks forward to
having some great discussions about our modern times and how to best deliver God's
good news of grace and hope to those in need of Christ's love and reassurance.

Week of 7/13 —7/19

715 12:00pm Men Over Lunch
7/16 9:00am Quilting
7/19 9:30am Worship
Week of 7/20 - 7/26
7/20 6:00pm Council Meeting
7/22 12:00pm Men Over Lunch
7/23 9:00am Quilting
7/26 9:30am Worship
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