Z10N LUTHERAN CHURCH

July 26, 2026

Welcome to worship today!
As a reminder our worship services are available online: Zion Website:
http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT
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Zion Lutheran Church
July 26, 2026 9th Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

L God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

L Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)

GREETING

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p.148)

Assisting minister
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n Al
1 I
o) o I 1 | | L {
Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
0 [Po——

%;U

we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re -ceive our prayer.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L Let us pray. Faithful God,

C Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us
your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12
A reading from 1 Kings.

> At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what
I should give you.” © And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to
your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. " And now,

O LorD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although
I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. * And your servant is in
the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot
be numbered or counted. ° Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people
of yours?”

Tt pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. '' God said to him, “Because you
have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your
enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, ° I now do
according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you
has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136 (Spoken responsively)

129 Y our decrees are wonderful;

therefore I obey them with | all my heart.
““When your word is opened ! it gives light;

it gives understanding ' to the simple.
51T open my ! mouth and pant

because I long for | your commandments.
“>Turn to me and be gracious to me,

as you always do to those who ' love your name.
13 Order my footsteps ! in your word;

let no iniquity have dominion | over me.
** Rescue me from those ! who oppress me,

and I will keep ' your commandments.
135 Let your face shine up-on your servant

and teach | me your statutes.
My eyes shed ! streams of tears,

because people do not ' keep your teaching.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39
A reading from Romans.

**The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. ” And God, who searches
hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

* We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. *’ For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large
family. *° And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

' What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? ** He
who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him
also give us everything else? ** Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. ** Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who
is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. ** Who will separate us from
the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or
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peril or sword? *° As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
"No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. ** For I
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, *’ nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;** it is the smallest of all the seeds,
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and make nests in its branches.”

*He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”



““The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

#*“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; “ on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“7¢Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught
fish of every kind; * when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. *’ So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come
out and separate the evil from the righteous *’ and throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

I “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” > And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

L The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God (WOV 783)

CREED
L With the whole church let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

(Response to prayers)

L Gathering God,
C hear our prayer.

L Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all
our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
C Amen.

PEACE
L The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.



THE MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
L Let us pray.

C Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in
any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
L The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

L Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
L It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

11



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

L In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
L Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
L Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)
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SONG DURING COMMUNION Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L Let us pray.

C We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
L Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

SENDING SONG Beautiful Savior (ELW 838)

DISMISSAL
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Reprinted with permission from Onelicense.net A-725307 & CCLI “Roger Woltermann, a Lay Ministry Associate, has been authorized by the Bishop of the Montana Synod
to provide pastoral services in this congregation this Sunday.”

Serving Us:
Lay Minister: Roger Woltermann
Pianist: Rhonda Jeide / Meryl McKenna
Lector: Dana Leininger
Communion Assistants: Jody d’ Autremont & Dana Leininger
Ushers: Scott Lutz & John d’Autremont
Greeters: Lois Davidson & Wayne Leininger
PowerPoint: Falan Aanenson
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Scott, Ed, Norma D., Tia (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter),
Ken, Mike, Dianne, Gordon, Matt, Pam, Ron, Wayne, Mark, Marion, Avis & Stephanie

Please call the office if you would like to join Prayer Partners.

Social Concern for July: Lutheran World Relief

Founded by Lutherans in the United States at the end of World War II, grounded in
Lutheran theology and building on decades of experience, Lutheran World Relief tackles
global poverty by helping people adapt to the challenges that threaten their livelihoods
and well-being. Our goal is to help people build self-sufficiency and create new
community-owned approaches to problem-solving that will last long after our projects
end.

If you would like to contribute to this effort, please mark LWR in the memo line of
your check.

Fall Adult Forum Series: Pr. Stacey is going to be teaching a 6 session Adult Forum
Series starting on August 9th called, Holy Resistance: The Courage to Abide in an Age
Divided. Look for details in the June ZLC newsletter or on posters around the church.
Prior to our discussions, she would like everyone to pick up the book Evangelism in an
Age of Despair: Hope Beyond the Failed Promises of Happiness, by Andrew Root.
Please read or listen to the book over the summer, as you're able. She looks forward to
having some great discussions about our modern times and how to best deliver God's
good news of grace and hope to those in need of Christ's love and reassurance.

Week of 7/27 — 8/2

7/29 12:00pm Men Over Lunch
7/30 9:00am Quilting
8/2 9:30am Worship
Week of 8/3 -8/9
8/5 12:00pm Men Over Lunch
8/6 6:30am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am Quilting

8/9 9:30am Worship



