Z10N LUTHERAN CHURCH

October 25, 2026

Welcome to worship today!
As a reminder our worship services are available online: Zion Website:
http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT
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Zion Lutheran Church
October 25, 2026 Reformation Sunday

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
OPENING LITANY
P Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be

C

reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We
celebrate the good news of God's grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to
do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we
pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.
This morning we gather in the name of the God who creates, redeems, and makes
all things new.

By grace we are saved, through faith we are made free.

We come not because we have earned God's love, but because God's love has
already claimed us.

In Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and set free.

The church is always being reformed, not by our own strength, but by the living
Word of God.

Come, Holy Spirit. Renew your church and open our hearts to your grace.
Rooted in Christ, freed by grace, and called to love and serve our neighbors, let us
worship the Lord!

Thanks be to God! Amen.

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us
confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive
our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

Have mercy on us. We confess to you that we have sinned against you in

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
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neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P With joy, I proclaim to you the Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love,
forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ.
C Thanks be to God!

GATHERING SONG 4 Mighty Fortress (ELW 505)
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Almighty God,

C we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out
your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word,
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of
the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
A reading from Jeremiah.

' The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. ** It will not be like the covenant that I made
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. ** But this
is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people. ** No longer shall they teach one another or say to each
other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more.

Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 46 (spoken responsively)
'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present ! help in trouble.
*Therefore we will not fear, though the ! earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths ' of the sea;
*though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble ! with its tumult.



“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of ' the Most High.
> God is in the midst of the city; it shall ! not be shaken,;
God shall help it at the | break of day.
“The nations rage, and the ' kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away.
"The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.
“Come now, regard the works ' of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought up- ' on the earth;
’behold the one who makes war to cease in ! all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the ! shields with fire.
10¢«Be still, then, and know that ' I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted ' in the earth.”
"' The LORD of I hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
A reading from Romans.

" Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God.
" For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through

the law comes the knowledge of sin.

’' But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is
attested by the Law and the Prophets, ** the righteousness of God through the faith of
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, > since all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God; ** they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, » whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; * it
was to demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and
he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.



’’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of
works? No, rather through the law of faith. ** For we hold that a person is justified by
faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
P The holy gospel according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

‘I Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are
truly my disciples, *> and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
* They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

* Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. * The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place
there forever. * So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)
CREED
P With the whole church let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
P Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and
the world.
(Response to prayers)
P Hear us, O God
C Your mercy is great.
P Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and

those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
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PEACE

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

THE MEAL
OFFERING
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
P Let us pray.

C Merciful God, everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully
release what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole
lives returned to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation,
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

4
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION
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SONG DURING COMMUNION All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461)

P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood
strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.
C Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God,

C that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In
your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
P May God bless and keep us.

May God's face shine on us and be gracious.

May God look on us with favor and give us peace.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 596)

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
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Serving Us:
Pastor: Stacey Heggem
Pianists: Meryl McKenna & Rhonda Jeide
Lector: George Maruska
Communion Assistants: Lynn Franz & Diane Lutz
Ushers: Scott Lutz
Greeters: The Descheemaeker Family
PowerPoint: Kyrie Benes
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Scott, Ed, Norma D., Tia (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter),
Ken, Mike, Dianne, Krista, Tracy, Gordon, Pam, Margie, Maureen, Mark, Wayne &
Stephanie.

Please call the office if you would like to join Prayer Partners.

Social Concern for October is Farm in the Dell.

Heart of Montana Farm in the Dell is a non-profit 501c3 organization providing a life-
long home in an agricultural setting for adults with developmental disabilities.

The farm will provide residential and vocational opportunities for our neighbors, our
friends, and our families who are vital members in our community.

If you would like to contribute to this effort, please mark “Farm” in the memo line
of your check.

Serving Us: NEXT WEEK 11/1/2026
Lay Minister: Roger Woltermann
Pianists: Meryl McKenna & Rhonda Jeide
Lector: Sandy Murphy
Communion Assistants: Starla Solberg & Linda Robinson
Ushers:
Greeters: Linda Robinson
PowerPoint: Monte Solberg
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10/28

10/29

11/1

11/3
11/4

11/5

11/7

11/8

Week of 10/26 —11/1

12:00pm
3:30pm
4:30pm
6:00pm
9:00am
12:00pm
9:30am

Men Over Lunch

B.L.A.S.T, Rainbow Choir & Confirmation
Wee Singers

Youth Bible Study

Quilting

Zoom Bible Study

Worship

Week of 11/2 -11/8

5:30pm
12:00pm
3:30pm
4:30pm
6:00pm
9:00am
12:00pm
9:00am

9:30am
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Choir Practice

Men Over Lunch

B.L.A.S.T, Rainbow Choir & Confirmation
Wee Singers

Youth Bible Study

Quilting

Zoom Bible Study

Cutting of the Greens

(Meet in the church parking lot.)

Worship
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